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On the new challenges facing the left in
Europe in 2024
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The organic crisis of neoliberal financial

current strategies — conflict-dimensions
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New quality of
international conflicts

« and wars, struggles for

raw materials

Fossil vs. post-fossil
mode of energy and
industry-production

|

Austerity policy vs.
social security/social
inequality vs. social
justice

Authoritarianism vs.
Democracy and fights
against fascism

progressive-libertarian
VS. conservative-
authoritarian values
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Starting point 2024 W'tra"ngﬂgge

The 2024 European elections will take place in difficult times:
Wars, climate change, social polarization, upheavals with the view to the digitalization

On the one hand, the danger of authoritarian capitalism in the sense of the Putin regime,
on the other hand, the new neoliberal tendencies of new forms of authoritarian neoliberalism

In the shadow of the war in Ukraine, the militarization of the EU and the expansion and
strengthening of NATO are taking place —
a) with NATO (USA) b) also independent stronger EU-oriented

This raises the question of the reconstitution of the EU as a global player at European level On the
one hand as a question of EU autonomy - also with a view to the USA elections

and on the other hand, the enlargement of the EU with the west-Balkan-States, Moldova, Ukraine,
Georgia

Connected with the enlargement question - the question of the constitution of the EU:
the EU as an deeper integrated political and economic actor or the EU as an economic actor with
the European Single Market and the transfer of competences back to the EU member states

Battle from the right:

a Europe of sovereign fatherlands vs. against the deepening and enlargement of the EU
Stopping the Green Deal and phasing out the Next Generation Program and weakening
environmental standards and against gender-policy

Restrictive and militarized EU migration policy

Full approval of the militarization of the EU only if it serves to protect national interests
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Linke G/EFA S&D RE EVP EKR ID flos Sonst.
EP heute 37 72 140 102 178 68 59 49 -
Jan. 24 33 45 141 86 169 75 89 43 39
Feb. 24 @ 48 135 85 176 78 36 42
dynamisch 37 48 137 89 183 82 101 43 —

Prognoses

Left group: e.g.:

7 MEP LFI (FR), 6 Sinn Fein (IR), 3 Syriza (GR), 3 LINKE (DE) (without the 5 MEP from BSW)

2 PTB (BE), 2 SUMAR (ES) (4 SUMAR MEPs going to the Greens), 2 AKEL (CY), 2 V (SE), 2 Bloco (PT),

1 Podemos (ES), 1 RGA (DK), 1 VAS (Fl), 1 Bildu (ES), 1 Levica (SL) 1 Animal-party (DE)

Problem: post-socialist countries only with one/two MEPs in the EP present: Slovenia and KSCM??

to the Greens: 12 Greens from Germany (dominant) + 3(Pirate-party , ODP, Volt) + 7 MEP France
To the conservatives: von 177 MEP 30 CDU (DE), 24 PP (ES), 18 KO (PO), ) 9 ND (GR)

to ECR-fraction: 25 FdI (IT), 20 PIS (PO), 7 VOX (ES), 5 SW (SE) 4 Aura (RO), 3 N-VA (BE)

to ID-fraction (Identity and Democracy)

27 Le Pen, RN (FR), 22 AfD (DE), 12 Wilders, PVV (NL), 8 Salvini Lega (IT), 7 Kickl, FPO (AT),

4 VB (BE), 4 Chega (PT)

to add 15 - 20 mandates of the MEP without any fraction include e.g. FIDESZ with 12 MEP
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Prognoses from January 2024
- the European Left will lost 4 Seats (ca. -10%),
- the Greens will lost 27 seats (ca. 37,5%), especially the Greens in Germany — as a strongest delegation

- the social-democrats stay stable — SPD lost a little bit, the Liberals (Macron) lost 15 MEP(ca. — 15%)
- “conservatives EVP strongest fraction stay more or less stable with the German CDU: 30 MEPS
- the fraction of the EU-reformers ECR will win 9 seats (+ca. 15%)

_+hao frarcrtinn nf the nan_facerict anti_Erniranaan 1D will wwin 020 coaateldlr ~r2a A90/)



Starkste Parteien in Europas Wahltrends

The right-wing parties in strong position in Germany
(AfD: 21%), Bulgaria (Rival: 14%), Portugal (Chega 2024
18%) and Spain (Vox: 10%) are not in first place, but are
gaining in importance.
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The far right in government in:

Italy Fratelli d* Italia,

Finland the , Fins“

Sweden support the far right the
government

Gerd Wilders has not managed to
form a minority in the Netherlands -
that's good!

Leading in the polls in
Belgium (VB: 25%, N-VA: 21%),
France (RN: 26%),

ltaly (Fdl: 28.7%),

the Netherlands (PVV: 28.7%),
Austria (FPO: 30%) and
Hungary (FIDESZ: 44%)

Poland (PIS: 33%)
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prognoses of the seats in the EU-Parliament W.trannglﬂgge

| Majority over 50%
Gralte Koaliti
R R I "
-~ -Great Coalition with cons. + Soc.
Crofie Koalition
+ G S Only with Liberals possible
it ink: | o 44% without Liberals with ca. 56%
Mitte-Rechts - -Great coalition von cons. + Soz +
Rechts mE Greens = ca. 50%
0% ¥ 100% -Center-Left-Coalition Soz. + Greens +

Left = ca. 30%
(42% with the Liberals (2019: 34%)

(<) Dir (ouropdische) Faderalst

-Center-right-coalition

Cons. + ECR + ID =333 Mandate

+ 23 MEP

with independents and others = 366
MEP =51%

Centre-Left 2019: 34% in the polls 2/2024: 30%

extreme Right 2019: 20%  in the polls 2/2024: 25% Strengthening of nationalist

center-right 2019: 43%  in the polls 2/2024: 49% =" tendencies pro-EU camp
loses approx. 5%
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Persistent uncertainty among people

Der Optimismus-Index (-17) hinsichtlich der Entwicklung der Lage der nationalen Wirtschaft in den
nachsten 12 Monaten hat sich seit dem Friihjahr 2023 leicht verschlechtert (-2 Indexpunkte)

QA2.3 Welche Erwartungen haben Sie an die néchsten 12 Monate? Werden die néchsten 12 Monate besser, schlechter oder gleich sein, wenn es um Folgendes geht?
Die wirtschaftliche Lage in (UNSEREM LAND) (EU - OPTIMISMUS INDEX (BESSER - SCHLECHTER))
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Européisch

Crises, pandemic, wars and climate change leave traces of uncertainty. Financial crisis:
2008/2009, austerity policy, start of the Ukraine war in 2022/2023 have an impact. What
remains is the personally experienced, persistent uncertainty, which is driving people further to
the right politically than was already the case in 2019.
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QA5. Was sind Ihrer Meinung nach die beiden wichtigsten Probleme, denen die EU derzeit

Q18. To what extent are you currently worried or not about each of the following issues for youwr
gegeniibersteht? (MAX. 2 ANTWORTEN) (EU27) (%)

life and those of your close anes?
[*% - EU]

NO U A WN R

The reong cost of living, for esample imcreasing food and energy prices

4

Pervrty and sacial axssion

Ghrate change

The spread of the war in Ukraine 1o other countres

T rii ol o raschear inchdent

Thee ricks 1o Gl Soimirn Eurapesn values such & freedom and desacracy

4
~

Bdipration

Thee spread af infactious desayes such s COVID-19 or monkey pox

B Total'Worsied' B Total ™ef worried” B Don't know

high cost of living (93%)

Poverty and social exclusion (82%)
Climate change (81%) no comment in 2019
Enlargement of the Ukraine-war (81%)
Risk of nuclear-war or accident (74)

Risk of losses of democracy (72)

migration (70%)

‘ragten im ST99
liten
-en mit Vorsicht Stevem 3

Einwanderung 28

Der Krieg in der Ukraine 28

Die internationale Lage 24

Steigende Preise / Inflation / Lebenshaltungskosten 20
Umwelt und Klimawandel 16

Die wirtschaftliche Lage 14

Die Lage der dffentlichen Finanzen der Mitgliedstaaten 11
Energieversorgung 11

Terrorismus 10

Der Einfluss der EU inder Welt g

Kriminalitat 6

Arbeitslosigkeit 4

Gesundheit 4

Renten 3
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. Climate change

. Economical situation
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Eurobarometer: Dezember 2023

QAS. Was sind Ihrer Meinung nach die beiden wichtigsten Probleme, denen die EU derzeit
gegeniibersteht? (MAX. 2 ANTWORTEN) (EU27) (%)

Einwanderung 28

Der Krieg in der Ukraine 28

Die intemationale Lage 24

Steigende Preise / Inflation / Lebenshaltungskosten 20
Umwelt und Klimawandel 18

Die wirtschaftliche Lage 14

Die Lage der offentlichen Finanzen der Mitgliedstaaten 11
Energieversorgung 11

Terrorismus 10

Der Einfluss der EU in der Welt g

Kriminalitat 6

Arbeitslosigkeit 4
‘ragten im ST99
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en mit Vorsicht Stevem 3

Gesundheit 4

Renten 3
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Energy
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QA3. Was sind lhrer Meinung nach die beiden wichtigsten Probleme, denen (UNSER LAND)

derzeit gegeniibersteht? (EU27) (%)

Steigende Preise / Inflation / Lebenshaltungskosten
Einwanderung

Die wirtschaftliche Lage

Umwelt und Klimawandel

Gesundheit

Die intemationale Lage

Wohnungsbau / Wohnungsbeschaffung
Kriminalitat

Arbeitslosigkeit

Staatsverschuldung
Energieversorgung

Das Bildungssystem

Renten

Steuern

Terrorismus
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. High cost of living
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. health

. International situation

. housing

1
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New view of the EU as a room of
protection and security —
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More than 6 in 10 Europeans (62%) think their country's membership in the EU is a good thing, 72% think
their country benefits from EU membership, 22% do not.

From the respondents' perspective, they associate their countries' EU membership with:

36% with more peace and security,

35% with cooperation between member states,

30% with economic growth and

23% with more jobs/freedom of movement,

23% with more importance in the world as an EU member state and

18% with raising living standards, 16% with measures against climate change and

15% strengthening democracy.

The EU countries differ with regard to the priorities mentioned first:

Cooperation between EU countries is the top priority for EU citizens in Sweden, Denmark, Finland, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Italy and Austria. Job opportunities via the free movement of workers is the top-
priority in Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Romania, Czechs and partly in Estonia.

Economic growth is the top-priority in Malta, Ireland, Lithuania, Slovenia, Luxembourg, Spain, Portugal
and to some extent Poland, the common security policy is the top priority for Germany, Greece, Cyprus,
Latvia and France

But also: EU-Concern for human welfare very low: by or under 10% - 5% in Greece

EU-Concern for ecology by 13%
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New view of the EU Trust in the EU? ?‘:‘transfgul;ggg

Younger respondents and those who spent more time in full-time education tend to trust the EU more

How much trust do you have in certain institutions? For each of the following institutions, do you tend to trust it or tend not to trust it?

(% - Tend to trust)

% tend to trust/ tend not to trust the following institutions % tend to trust the European Union — Sociodemographic breakdown
EU National Parliament

=
o £35S Gender

000

E Age
15-24 58%
& 25.39
. o, 223~ A 202 40-54 46%,
National Government 55+ 43%

o
(= Education (End of)
15- 35%

ot
16-19 42%
20+
Still studying

5 (=)

European
Commission

Eurobarometer from the view of the students:

80% support common EU-foreign-, defence-, trade-policy

45% think their voice do not count the own country, 35% in the EU,

Over 90% for EU-measure against climate change, for supporting public infrastructure, minimum wage,
higher taxes for bigger companies, 80% for EU-asylum policy, 25% against Frontex (highest level of No-

answers



EU-Response to the Russian invasion ‘

A large majority of EU citizens agree with the
series of actions taken by the EU

The most popular is the provision of
humanitarian support with more than 9in 10
(91%) agreeing
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QE2. The EU has taken a series of actions as a response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine. To what
extent you agree or disagree with each of these actions taken.
(% - EU27)

Providing humanitarian support to the people affected by the war

|
-

Welcoming into the EU people fleeing the war

I
(4]

Providing financial support to Ukraine

Imposing economic sanctions on Russian government, companies and individuals
- - .
Banning state-owned media such as Sputnik and Russia Today from broadcasting in the EU

37 30

Financing the purchase and supply of military equipment to Ukraine

- =
W Totallyagree W Tend to agree Don't know

Tend to disagree W Totally disagree

European
Commission

Majorities in principle in the EU also for arms deliveries
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Sending weapons to the Ukraine oo €UTOPE

Giorgia Melonie on the arms deliveries:

"The situation is somewhat more complex

GOl A than certain propaganda makes it
a_ON‘ appear". "Do you think Russia should
withdraw its troops from Ukraine or not?
@ Do you think Ukraine's borders should be
redefined or not? Or do you think that the
) occupied territories should be left to
Moscow or not?" These are precisely the
: questions that need to be answered first

before calling for peace negotiations,
Melonie demanded.

S
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Sending weapons to the Ukraine

Fiir die Freiheit. AL
Fiir Deutschland.  MATLY
[ —

Alice Weidel:
No heavy weapons to Ukraine!
Weapons do not create peace
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Leading AfD politicians
have criticized German
arms deliveries to Ukraine.
"We should not intervene
in hostilities by supplying
weapons," said Alice
Weidel, leader of the
parliamentary group in the
Bundestag, when asked on
Tuesday. This does not
mean that the Russian
attacks "have to be
accepted". The attack on
Ukraine was a clear
violation of international
law.



Points for left-wing intervention

Peoples Majorities:

89% for taxes of big transnational
technology and data-companies
89 % for a minimum-wage in every
country

81% for fair trade with social and
ecological minimum-standards
79% for equal pay
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39% of Europeans have difficulties paying their bills, anincrease of 6pp since Spring 2022

D60 During the last twelve months, would you say you had difficulties to pay your bills at the end
of the month...?
(% - EU27)

Refusal
(SPONTANEOUS)
1(=)

From time to time
30 (+4)

Almost never/
er
60 (-6)

Most of the time
9 (+2)

(Oct/Nov 2022 - Apr/May 2022)

Close to halfof EU citizens (46%) have already seen theirstandard of living reduced because of the

succession of crises (Covid, warin Ukraine and inflation)

OA17 M oy elements, such a th sequences of the Covi d19p ndemic, the war in Ukraine and rising inflation
d prices, affect the gl obal econ my includin gth s ropean Uni M mb r States. Thinking about your personal

stan d vd of lv g( .g. the goo ods an

personal situatiol

(%- EU27)

ices you afford), wh h one of these statements comes closest to your

New significance of the social
guestion as a result of Corona,
the Ukraine war and inflation,
the social question is again
becoming one of the central
guestions and fields of struggle

s>transform!

www.transform-network.net e u ro p e
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Top 10 most important issues for the EU - EU27 results

Max 2 choices per respondent

—

The international situation

Energy supply
Rising prices/ inflation/ cost of living

The environment and climate change

The economic situation
Immigration

The state of Member States' public finances

The EU's influence in the world

I

Terrorism [T 3

Crime [ 3%

@ Left respondents @All respondents

David Lundy presentation: the radical Left who are we? — Analysing and visualising
the Eurobarometer data; david.lundy@ep.europa.eu
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Denmark (red) compared to the population (blue)

Top 10 most important issues for the EU - Denmark

(choice of 2 isswes per respondent)

The environment and climate change

The international situation

Energy supply

Rising prices/ inflation/ cost of living

The EU's influence in the world

Immigration

The economic situation

Health

Terrorism

The state of Member States’ public finances FESEEEE

@ Left respondents @Al respondents

David Lundy presentation: the radical Left who are we? — Analysing and visualising
the Eurobarometer data; david.lundy@ep.europa.eu
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from the perspective of the left in a0 P E

Denmark (red) compared to the population (blue)

Top 10 values best representing the EU - -
Max 3 choices per respondent

Peace

Demacracy

The rule of law

Human rights

Solidarity, support for others
Respect for the planet
Respect for other cultures
Equality

Individual freedom

Respect for human life

@ Left respondents @All respondents

David Lundy presentation: the radical Left who are we? — Analysing and visualising
the Eurobarometer data; david.lundy@ep.europa.eu
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Uberlappende Wahlerpotenziale ‘- transfgmgg

zwischen Linken, Sozialdemokraten
und Grinen

Society-Economy Dimension Map Society-Economy Dimension Map

Economy dimensicn (State vs Market) Economy dimension (State vs Market)

E’ il SraenE .-|Z|'

Quelle: Alanis 2024

EUROPEAN POLITICS FROM THE PEOPLE For the Party of the European
Left



ss'transform!

Age-structure of the leftwing-voters
europe

in Denmark
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Political affiliation by age - -

Distribution of respondents across age ramge

@Al respondents @ Left respondents

65-38

15-24 253-34 3544

Left share by age
Share of left respondents per age bracket

0%

Age bracket

David Lundy presentation: the radical Left who are we? — Analysing and visualising
the Eurobarometer data; david.lundy@ep.europa.eu
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Left share of occupation Distribution across occupations - DERmark |

Retired

Managers JEEEES

White-collar workers EES

Self-employed A

Manual workers 5%

Students 5%

Unemployed

5 a
g= ;:T'E!
=
L
=

David Lundy presentation: the radical Left who are we? — Analysing and visualising
the Eurobarometer data; david.lundy@ep.europa.eu



Socio-cultural liberalism/conservatism

United and divided left

-7.5

5.0

25 0.0
Economic left-right

Party family

Greens
Radical Left
Social Democrats
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with regard to the left-
right axis (socio-
economic), the left
parties are close
together. Not so with
regard to their socio-
cultural orientation -
here the widest spread

europe



=

—e
what to do: % ':‘transforml
oo europe

Working on the double upheaval: socio-

ecologically and in terms of peace policy

Rethinking security as protection against:

war and crises, climate change and its consequences, against exploitation and
oppression and any form of discrimination.

..to think security and future together, problem: protection and security mostly goes
along with sticking to the known, to think future + security - think change

Develop security concept in the ways to a sustainable peace in security, solidarity and
self-determination

Build welfare state and defend and expand social standards minimum standards for
social and societal infrastructures:
for housing, energy, water, health, care, mobility, education,

culture against the tendencies of barbarization: alternatives to the migration policy of
the EU, development of alternative development, trade and economic policies - further
development of the idea of social global rights

Development of a culture and policy of the dignity of the individual and its
recognition.
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